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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To obtain a good contrast without being obstructed by 
an external light, by providing a light absorbing means on a partial 
area of the first face and the second face of a prism element 
CONSTITUTION: On an incident side face of a light transmissive 
plate 12, a prism element 13 whose section is a triangular shape is 
arranged. The prism element 13 is constituted of the first face 14 
being a refracting surface and the second face 15 being a total 
reflecting surface, and also, in an area of the faces 14, 15, a light 
absorbing means 16 is provided. An external light beam which is 
made incident at a roughly vertical angle transmits refractive ly 
through the second face 15 and passes through to the back of a 
screen. Among external light beams which have made incident at a 
large angle, a light beam passing through the vicinity of a crest part 
of the element 13 also transmits refractively through plural prism 
elements several times and passes through to the back of the 
screen. A light beam passing through the vicinity of a trough part of 
the element 13, namely, the area where the light absorbing means 
16 has been provided transmits refractively through plural prism 
elements several times, and thereafter, an incident angle to the 
second face exceeds a critical angle and said light beam is brought 
to a total reflection and about to be emitted to the front of the 
screen, but absorbed by the light absorbing means 16. In this way, a 
good contrast is obtained without being obstructed by the external 
light 
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